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By WINIFRED BLACK.

BOY came lato the Journal office
the other day. He was a thin,
awkward Itile fellow with &

golemn poaked fice. He gald he wanted
to go to the Journal's Junlor Republle
and be s cltizen “] heard about It
last. night down In Pelancey street,” Le
pdld. '“Bome of the fellers was telling
abont It. I thought they was kiddin' me ot
fiest, but they sald no, they was talking
stralght. They sald you could go up there
azd learn to be a blacksmith, or a carpens

v, or a farmer, or anything vou wang to,

Lithey #ald that you could rumfar some-

ng #nd maybe be a “eop™ by and by.

oy malg 1t Adldn't make no diference
gether you, had a coent of money or nof,
any plack to g, or any folks, 'long as

b worid owork i be the

1 T gtesa

on
they wuz stringlag

wasn't they '
Hg sald gl this In the sirangest kind of

& stralned, busky volce, and he pever 00k | Republte. I went up on the West Shure
breath ubtll Le bad duished the wiole [ Rogq te Maverstrasw. It Is about an hous
thing. He leaned forward In his chilr #94 | ana & baif out of New York. Thom I

jaughed, bot his bz solemn eyes dld not
sugh. When I told him that the boys had

“stringing” bim he grew ns whité | jane thick with datsies nnd there 1 found

and then be toroed red and be-
sick at the knces of his frayed old
o

tell you what I will do,*” I sald, *1

ming up to the Republic to-diy; they

g to bave an election wp thers. 1

nk they are gnite ready for thelr

s yot, but I will tell thom shour

I'll et you know ns Eoon ns I

“'when you ean go up. | Wlere

rout’ / .
laughed oneastly.

Yo sald, “fths ‘pestman don't

T Uve; I guess L'l come In

-

here and gee you.
When he arose to go I gaw that he was

Inme.
and his faece Ansheid,

“I ean work redl hard with my hands™

tis sald: *“n good deal harder thans a . hoy
that aln't Jame ean. And I can get around
wwfol fiast. The boys call me Sprinty”
down on the docks.

When I told hize that his being a eripple
would not debar bim from cliizenship In
the Bors' Repuoblle he lnughed agniw and
fohbled cuf. When he got ta the door he

tufned around and ‘pot his hand to lis

shabiby old hat in n sort of milftary salnte.

He natlesd my glance of surprise

suatre.

e,

He drew hlmeelf up very straight and stood

there an [siant, and then be went away.
I 4 fow minutes T started for the Junior

drove over the moputain' and down through
a smiling valley ‘sand up through a country

at the aide of tha road the Journal Junlor
Republic.

It lies on = gentle alope between the
mountaln snd & desp vailey. Thers ave
nearly a hundred mecres in the Republle
ground; there are three orchnrds these,
two tront streams and & splendld grove of
maple, hickory and walnnt treds, Yoo
drive through mn old-fashioned farm gate
Into an old-fashioned farmyard, and up to
an old-fasbloned stone farm house with o
porel and dormer windows, asd w well

ent the capltol of the Juvlor Republle,

were- sitting down on  the edze

t'porell talking abour thit sotloe.

now,"

your mind. Yer can't be changin’
one party to another agaln,

way It ought to be.

enn’t be Prosident; It's only the smartest
ones. And you aln't pickiag put a president
§0's to give Wm 4 chance, you're pleking
oup o felles that'll five the Republie a
chanee.”

T weitt alofe oiit to the well curb, and In
the shadow of # I saw twoe hoys sitting
#mt sciizsing the man who was to run
for Judge. Tp at the barn there were
theee boys chewlng straw. They were
tlking about the proper amount fto bo
pald to the Chlef of Police as a salary.

“They have been at work all day." said
Mr. Lereh, the director of manpual train-
Ing, *“and they knoeked off o little early
now to get ready for the convention. 1
guess! it has been pretiy hard for them to
keep their mluds on thely work to-day.
Have you seen fthe gardens? They are
ralsitg  nll thelr own vegetables, and it's
funny to s some of those boys when the
vegetables really begln to look llke some-
thing they have seen before. Most of them

have mever been out of the clty in thelr

lives, and I think they hnd the Idea that
potstoes were made somewhere, like boxes.
We have all our own mlilk, you know, most
of the boys on the place are crazy to leamn

10 mitk

| A tall boy came ruoning up to us With
bis face falrly blazing with exclicment.

“Ges whlal” he sald, ‘them hens 13

' Mo, - iy 2y
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This old-Tashioned farm house 1g-2t pres-

There was a notice oo the bulletin board
outside the capitol asd i crawd ef Loys
of the

“It'8 goln' to be In u few milfutes from
sald a red-halred boy to a black-
Lalred boy., "and yer jost got to make up
from
First we'll
make our consiitutlon all right sad then
we'll elect the president and the other
tellers. And I tell you boys now, and you
better llsten to what I tell you, that pres!-
dent's got to hnve three weeks In his
term anyway. He wont know aaytbing be-
fore the second -weck, and anyhow you're
alwprs say that if tibre 14 five hundred
boys and the prestdent bos: three wecks
to be president that there I only a few
thant will get a echanee, WWell, tbat's the
That's the way It Is
In the Unlted States, Every feller on earth

any eggs yebt"”

excltement.
talk,
of the conventlon.

But through all the

tol.

lor.
nlong
meeilits to order,

the: walls,  one

uidd the

*Whereas, 'We,

here to-night.

md earn. a living as fiee men do, bave
taken coorage to copy the example of the
men who sterted the Amerlean Républiey
and

“Whereas, We kave come into the ecoun-
try t0 found A new, republilc of ond own,
and

“Wherens, We, the citizens. of this e
pubille, want svery boy that don'l know
where to go to koow ithat ihis is a place
whers ke cin got a chance, and

“Wlercas, A cortaln fricndly power has
helped us to get our repubiie to golng, we
nante onr republic and lereby say that it
15 named the Journal Juontor Repuhblic,
and

““Whereas, YWe are runilng our republie
under the Iaws of the Unlied:States only
where the iaws haye to be changed n Jittle
ont aecotint of our being boys and haviog
n small Mepublie, the following shall he de-
clared to be our lnws:"

This “pramlle’” wns' snanimously adept-
ed. The laws which foilow were exactly
the snme as the United States laws, except
that the Senators and the members of
Congress serve much shorter terms. When
the c:;tutltutlun‘ had been adopted It was
announced that the honr for voting had
arvived, nnd & marshal and two deputles
were sworn In to preserve tlie peacarat the
polls. The marsbal wss & young man of
fourtecn with a fuce full of grim determina.
tion, and be and hllm parnded 3

| place to place T

and they get mad z¢ Dutchmen If i‘uu try
to peek under them to ses If there are

Then two of the cltizens had to tell me
about n nest of squirrels they had found
in the reof ‘of the Caplitol, and one of them
bad ecaught a hird with a broken leg, nnd
one of them knew where there were thres
mecdow Inrks' neste; and one of them had
lenrned how to make a whistle put of a wili-
low stick, and all of them had séen fire-
fileg; and there swes mueh news and great
boys'
there ran the ever-present sublect

There whs a sudden beat of a drum, and
every hoy started, pell mell, for the Capl-
The room \rn;'rt- the convention was
held was a low-cellinged, old-fashioned par-
The boys cunged themselves o rows
of them calied the
Copuirrittee an
the Constitntion’ rose and read what that
committee colled #& “pramble.”  IMere it 1s;
# r.mrrllh«_-.r of boys who
want & chance to Hyve free and independent

“Fellowscitizens,”" He said, “1 thank' you,
I.will try to be a good president. I will try my best
to do what I ‘can to male our great and glorious republic a success.

Thanking you one and all for your kind attention”

trom,

I am proud to be

[ half an hour after the poils hnd been de-

elared open the votes were counted, and the
clection olerk worl out on the payeh aud
rend the returns amid o dead nnd bréath-
less  silduces I-‘re_sialﬁﬁr. John'- Marting
Bhoriff, Thomns Brown; Judge, Philip M-

Aer: Prosoeuting attorney, Willlsm Bradleg;

Treasurer, Emil Beeker; County Clerk,
(hasles Monsell: Postmnster, Alex. Bllad.
Vhen le lng' repched the end of the

find they boosted the President Into a tree.
and then they all stooll aroond and shouted
“Spench!* untll the President stood In'the
tree nnd syaved his hand for sllence.

Ile was very pile, and his volce shook i
(71 !
, “Fellow-citizéns,” he sald. ' thaonk you.
I nm proud fo be here tonight. T willtry
to be n zotd President. 1 will try my best
10 do swhat I cnn to make our grent And
glorlbis repabMs a gucécss. Thapking you
ong and gl for yonr kind attention’—
i There was nothing grotesqne In the
fpecch ns 1t ﬁjns'afr:skou. out there In the

Bumner twillght.

‘ The boy was dend o earnest, and the
hoys who cheered him swerp as serlous as
over men wore gerlons. :

" There were maore specches. Tha Judge—
a grove, honest-faced young man, spoke;
andl the Prosecuting Attorney spoke—a
good speech It was, too, full of fire and
honest purpiose, and the Sherlft spoke; snd
thie Postmaster spoke, and the boye cheered
und sang, and some one started “Matching
Through Georgin,” and when the eltizens
went to bed they went to marching tme,
with hends held high nnd feet that trod
to martial measure.

" In the moernlng thera was eonrt. The
criminal was.n boy, who had been mrrested
for migbefavior at table. He sut miser-
ably In the docks, and his mttorney tried
{n vdln te éomfort him.

“All ybh cdn do for me,’’ Eaid the pris-
oner desperately, *is te git me nff—that's
all'I wont—to git me off. I don't wilnt to
be no conviet' '

Tt his attarnoy could not ‘‘mit him o

There were witnesges, solemn, deter-
gilned witnesses, who conid not be shaken
in thelr evidence for nll the efforts of the,
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PREAMBLE OF THE

own, and

Republle, and ;
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*Whereas, We, the cltlzens of this repnblle, :
know swhers to go to know that this ls & placg wiere he can get a chance, und
“Wherens, A eqrtalp friendly paper hns belped us to gef one repulbile to gn:
Ing, we name onr republie nod hereby gay that It is memed the Jouwrunl Junior

“wWiterens, (Ve afe runuiig eur republic nnder the laws of the United States
only, where the lnws have to be changed a little on nepount of enr belng boys -
and having p gnall republle, the following shall be declared to be our Inwe:

BOYS GONSTITUTION. }

Wkherans, We, & mm':bsr of boys who want a chance to live free and inde-.
penident and earova Hying as free men do, have takon courage to copy the ex-
ample of the men swho siarted the Ameriean Kepublle, and

"YW herens, We have come into the copntry to found a new republie of our |

want everybody that don't

Bo—e-

ticket there was & perfect war whoop, and
the candidates and the men who bad elect

&4 them Joined hands and elreled aronnd

the pince ln perfect ecstasy.
The Eheri® stood on hls head and the

Judge nond the Postmaster did a cake walk.
“Snesch! Speech!’” called the red-halred

boy, Pl :

“Spgechi™ echoed the cltizens in.a chorus,

B

attgraey. N

The attérnoy trled to throw doubt on the
eredibllity of the witnesses by mixing them
up about time:

“When did he throw the bread?” sald
the attoruey, *at hal!f-pasc one, at twenty-
nine mitintes past one—well, well, welly)
gan't you know when the thing heppeneds?
o you know whether it hnppened st alld

Dion't tell ns what you thlnk gow, or what

“the counsel Is trylng to confose witnesses,
We will admlt that witnesses do not know
what {lme It wag'"—

I do,"” piped n flaxen halred witness,
who wis tring a string around his fingers
and lorrifying himself with the resulis;
- 00"

“Order In court!" sald the Judge, and the
finxen halred witness nearly sunk thropgh
the. floor when he realized that he had
spoken out of order.

The whale trinl was dignified and sensls

E - —-.‘_:..‘.'I.I..-’i. :_“('I._":‘::'_ ¥ ‘-.\:,'
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ble, nnd the citizens showed an amazing lo-
telllgence.

It was funny nt firat, and then 1t was
pathetic—the serlous eariesiness of the
whala affalr, y

“I find,’* salil the Judge, “that the prise
oner fs gullty of disarderly conduct. As it
15 his first offcnce, I shall make the sen-
tence light. One hour in jail®

“The eourt Is ndjourned,”” sald the clerk.

The prizbopsr went to Jall

It 1s o sturdy ttle Jall, thot was once
a eorn erlb, but It has lron bars new, and
three ¢ells. The prigoner wwas much down-
cnst, but his attorney told him to think
whnt would have bappened H he had not
prevailed upon the Judge for a lght seme
tenoe.

“Light eentencol™ sald the prisoner.
“Plve miinutes will do the triek. I wanted
to rtn for the Sendte, and vow 1 ean't,
*eause I've served n term.” .

Any hmprisonment disbnrs a eltlzen from
eltizenship for three weeks in the republie,

There wos a good deal of discossion
over that law. BSome of tho eltizens be.
lleved that mothing short of a doy and
nlght sentence ought to count, but the
majorlty voted for “any term In jall,"" and
thnt settied (.

We've got to be strlet,” &ald the Judge,
npologetically, It aint #o much for now.

We get aleng all right. DBub we're taklng
ten new eltlzens o week now, and some-
times twenty, and by July we'll have 200
or 800 bere; maybe, and they wont all un.
derstund things the way we do, and welve
got to have striet Inws to keep things
golng right.” -

There was a good deal of anxlety about
i senle of wage nt firgt. Some of the oltk
zens scemed to think that the Government
ought to decide what waged should be
But it wns declded that pay for Govern-
ment laber should be ten cents an 'hﬁt_l_z,
and that ench emploger should setile with
hls own employes about Whges r

There are two hotgls In the republle,
both kept by the boys. The Government
sells the contraet and the boys llre help
and charge board. I

The finest botel chinrges twenty cénta for
bonrd and the clienpest churges feh cents,
The working hours at government: works
nre from 7 @'cloek to noon: There is court
from 1 till 2, and there Is drill ot 5190, =

Many of tHe eltlsens work ten and
twelve hours a day. They db this to mike
extra money for speclal purposes. A elth
sen who works the regulpr hours enfi gnra
enough to pay his living expenses and hive.
some money over for a bank sccount. No
one 1s foreed to work. i e -

A cittzen ean' bo us idle a8 he pleasess |
He ean play ball all dag If he wants to—
bat when night comes, he moy find some |
hotel kesper charitable envugh to gles
Lim J6dging for nothing, and he may not.
The ehanees ars thit he will not, -
| There are tazes swhich support 8 bos . |
pital fund. A boy wihn I3 too slek to work | :
15 wvell caped for—but it doesn’t pay to play
slek at the Republie, . i

There's (oo much fon going on, and (oo
much motey to be made, by gaed, hasd
work. 4 i

‘Ihere's a storeiat the Republic. T o 102]

One of the cltizens keepa n general stors
Ho bugs Hs goods on eredit from the Gove |
ornment, and pays up ot regeinr times, I '
Tty enn not poy. be s sold out.

Theres will Be hnll'n dofen shops.thore
awhen tlo Sutimoer gush comes Inoa) fes
wealks, N

In all this bisgy, ab=orbed Ilttle world .
{lhere ate Just throe #¥orh pereons.

One of these grown porspns 18 Alr
Terels. ” ; : {13 |

My, Lorgh wonld be dalled n spperintend.
ent amywhere elge, There is no nse for.
(such a-bitle In the Repuhlle. Mr. Lerch i
there, as an adviser, gnd as o reprezentas
| tive of the “friendly Powers!' of whom)
the eltizens-speak In thelr constifutfon,

- The cook Is feavhing the young conls Just

Ihow to do.things; =ud iy are learnitig

fast.. In a week or two they will Linndla
wil the ‘conking thenselves, il bofore the
Summer 1z over ey will Enow Almost
enongh to bire out o cnols ol by
- ] WINIWRED BLAGES
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